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Joun IX. 4. 
nut work the Works of Him that 
ſent me, while. it is Day: The Wight 


cometh, when no Man can work. 


| HAT is the Cauſe, that the 
former Days were better than 
Theſe ? ” was long ago cenſu- 
| red as an unwiſe Enquiry : And 
I will not ſay, that there would be at preſent 
either more Pertinency in the ſame Queſtion, or 
more Juſtice in the Complaint implied in it. 
Yet, how raſh ſoever it might be, to pronounce 
peremptorily concerning the comparative Good- 
| neſs of different Ages or Countries upon the 
Whole; We ſhall, I preſume, in view of their 
prevailing Modes of Thinking or Acting, find 
Room enough for diſtinguiſhing them from each 
other. And, to bring this Reflection nearer to 
ourſelves; If our own Age and Country may, 
(as I hope it juſtly may,) claim fome Advantage 
on Account of the faſhionable Exertion of a few 
really amiable Qualities; Its proper Character, 
I fear, will be found yet more ſtrongly marked 
by others of a leſs reputable Kind: Such as, 
a Love of Eaſe, and Fondneſs for fenſual Plea- 
ſure; an Averſion from ſerious Thought, and Im- 
patience of almoſt any uſeful Employment. 
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A Taſte this, which hath for ſome Time 
been ſpreading, not among the gay and ſpright- 
ly alone, but even among the grave and ſeden- 
(I had almoſt ſaid, the ſtudious) Part of 

the Nation. For otherwiſe, whence comes it, 
that the Writers of the Times ſo generally find 
it expedient to accommodate to This not only 
the Entertainment, but the Inſtruction, they are 
ee to provide for us? In Fact, Diverſion is 
me at leaſt one principal Buſineſs, and Skill 
therein an important Branch of Science, in our 
Days. A general Relaxation in Principle hath 
been gradually introducing a proportionable Care- 
leſſneſs in Practice: Till, 1 a ſceptical Un- 
concern about the future, We are but too natu- 
rally ſunk into a moſt unmanly Self- Indulgence 
for the preſent. What We ſhall do in the End 
ce hereof,” is a ſerious Enquiry ; and would de- 
ſerve to be as ſeriouſly conſidered, were it not 
already too probably reſolved; by Wretchedneſs, 
Diſorders; and Tumults in the Country ; by 
Decay, Murmurings, and Complainings in the 
City; by unſucceſsful Enterprizes and other 
mortifying Occurrences abroad; I wiſh we could 
not add, by ( Thoſe conſtant Concomitants of 
expenſive Pleaſures) Corruption, Greedineſs of 
Gain, and Want of Feeling for the Publick, al- 
moſt every-where at home. But, leaving Effects 
of this Sort to be eſtimated by Others; it may 
concern Us to conſider, What might be the Con- 
| ſequences of indulging a like trifling, indolent, 
luxurious Humour in Places of Education, and 


even among the Sons of the Prophets. Now, Wiſ- 
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dom is not born with any of us; nor is it to be 
acquired, where it moſt abounds, without atten- 
tive Obſervation, and painful Search for it as for 
hid Treaſure: And, if, from a general Diſuſe 
of ſuch neceſſary Means of Improvement, Theſe 
Lights that are among Us ſhould become Dark- 
ul. bio great muſt be that Darkneſs ! If, inſtead 
of aſpiring after Skill in ancient Languages, 
and Acquaintance with ancient Cuſtoms ; after 
Readineſs in the Art of right Reaſoning, and 
Acuteneſs in detecting fallacious Pretences to it; 


after Depth in uſeful Sciences, and above all an 


early Knowledge of the holy Scriptures —the young- 
er Attendants upon = Inſtructions here offer d 


ſhould fit down contented with Accompliſhments 


far more eaſily attainable : The original Records 
of our Holy Religion will in proportion be ne- 
glected: Its Evidences will loſe much of their 
Clearneſs and Efficacy: Its genuine Doctrines 
and primitive Polity will be miſunderſtood: The 
Obligations It lays upon Its Profeſſors to Unity 
in Faith and Communion in Worſhip will be 
little attended to; whence Advantage will be 
taken, on one Hand to ſtrain them too far by 
Thoſe, who charge Us with Apoſtaſy; and to 
explain rhem quite away on the other by Thoſe, 
who envy Us the Privileges of our Eſtabliſh- 
ment. And, if ever thoſe well-tryed Principles, 
upon which, while ſtudied and underſtood, our 
National Church hath been moſt ſucceſsfully 
defended, and hath hitherto been an impregna- 
ble Bulwark of the Reformation, ſhould be laid 
aſide and forgotten; ſound Learning and uſeful 

Science, 


[6] 
Science, and with them real Virtue and rational 
Piety, would (I am perſuaded) ſoon give Way 
to Barbariſm and Superſtition : — That Super- 
ſtition moſt probably, againſt which We profeſs 


to entertain the warmeſt Zeal; and againſt 


which our Zeal cannot well be too warm, if it 
be but exerted according to Knowledge. 

Let me not here be miſunderſtood, as arro- 
gantly accuſing, where I only mean affectionate- 
ly to caution. Senfible I am, that ſober Indul- 
try, purſuing its Object in Silence and Solitude, 
is not always ſufficiently careful to iet its Light 

ſhine before Men, that they may ſee its good 
Works : Whilſt the undaunted Worthleſſneſs of 
a Few that are otherwiſe cannot be hid; becauſe 
they themſelves will needs be proclaiming their 
own Folly to every one they meet, as they walk by 
the Way. Never, I believe, were totally vicious 
Characters leſs frequent in Th:s Place than at 
ex Vet, how happily ſoever We may have 

itherto caped the Pollutions that are in the Worla; 
it cannot be unſeaſonable to guard againſt the 
Infection of Its Levities and Follies: Nor will it 
(I truſt) be thought a blameable Attempt, if I 
take Occaſion, in a ſtill more general View, to 
propoſe a modeſt Application of the Reſolution 
in my Text, with a ſerious Enforcement of the 
Reaſons on which it is founded. ] muſt work 
ce the Works of Him that ſent me, while it is Day: 
« The Night cometh, when no Man can work.” 

Not to detain You with any unneceſſary En- 
largement upon the Occaſion of Theſe Words, 


a Eccl. X. 3. 
or 
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or their Relation to the Context ; it may be pro- 
per juſt to obſerve, that they are the Declaration 
of our Bleſſed LORD Himſelf: And, as He 
was, in a peculiar Manner, ſanctiſied and 

into the World, in order to perform ſuch Works 
in it as none other Man Did, or could Do; We 
are obliged to acknowledge concerning This His 
Declaration, in its higheſt Senſe, that never Mar 


ſpake like This Man. However, fince He is 


pleaſed to argue from Principles, in which We 
are All of Us concern'd, We have the leſs Rea- 
ſon to think ourſelves unconcern'd in the Uſe He 
makes of them. Something, no Doubt, there 
was, not only in the End of our Lord's Miſ- 
fion, and in the Nature of His Works, but in 
the Perfection of His whole Character, far be- 
yond the Reach of our higheſt Attainments. 
And if, notwithſtanding this, We are exhorted 
to walk as He walked : If, in particular, He hath 
by His Meekneſs in Suffering left us an Example : 
Well may We encourage one another 70 follow 
His Steps, who went about Doing Good, by a like 
Aſſiduity in Working the Works of Him that 
hath ſent Us alſo: Eſpecially ſince it is certain, 
that upon Us too the Night is commg, when none 
of us will longer be able to work. 7 

The Words, thus apply'd, cafily reſolve them- 
ſelves into the following Obſervations. — That 
We are All ſent into Life by Almighty GOD: 
—- That He ſends us 70 work, not to be idle, 
in it: — That our Activity muſt be regularly 
exerted in working His Works : — That for 
Theſe He allows us a Day, or ſhort Space of Time 


only : 
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they go) make it their Choice to 
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only: — And that, therefore, while This lafteth, 
we are concern'd to make the beſt Uſe of it we 
can; leſt Night overtake us, before our Taſk be 
finiſhed, — Which well-known Truths I need 
only with I could recommend to Your attentive 
Recollection, by Conſiderations in any Meaſure 
ſuited to their real and univerſal Importance. — 
But let us proceed to Particulars. And, 


I. We are Sent into Life by Almighty GOD: 

| We were not born at all Adventures; We 
grow not up by Accident; Nor are We, du- 
ring our Abode here, at our own Diſpoſal. 


That We are SENT, is itſelf an awful 
Thought: And the Obſervation, how trite ſo- 
ever, may yet, I ſuppoſe, bear to be inculcated. 


For, whilſt perhaps No-body doubts of it, Who 


is there that duly attends to, or properly applies, 
it? Who 1s there that conſiders Life as a Truſt 
committed to him; and is not rather ſolicitous 
to find out ſome artful Expedient for paſſing the 
tedious Hours along with leaſt Trouble, than 
ſtudious to employ them with moſt Advantage ? 


Nay even of Thoſe who, under the wiſe Direc- 


tion of others, have happily contracted an early 
Liking for Buſineſs ; or who, from afterwards 
obſerving the Reputation and other Convenien- 
ces attending it, (Motives very ay as far as 
employ'd 
rather than wholly idle ; how few are there who 
work becauſe they are Sent: | preferring a Life of 
Action upon a Principle of Conſcience and Fi- 
delity to Him that ſends them ? þ 
et 


[9] 


Vet ſuch is the Caſe, and ſuch ought to be 
the Sentiments, of every one of us. That 27 zs 
«* GOD who hath made us, and not we our ſelves, 
is an Aſſertion not the leſs worthy of Attention, 
becauſe by daily Repetition rendered familiar to 
us. Or, if we will needs have it, that we were 
at firſt produced, and have fince grown up, ac- 
cording to ſtated Laws of Nature, as they are 
called ; Yet the moſt received Philoſophy would 
teach us, that Theſe Laws are His Laws, and 
that ſubordinate Agents perpetually derive from 
Him all their Efficiency. The Oracles of GOD 
conſtantly ſpeak in the ſame Language. They 


| aſcribe our Make and Formation to JEHOVAH'S 


Hands. His * Eyes did ſee our Subſtance yet being 
unper ect, and in His Book were all our Members 
written. Had not Theſe day by day been faſhioned 
by His unerring Care, as hidden, untimely Births 
we had not been: Or, had not He, in this Senſe al- 
ſo, cauſed the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, the 
Day of Underſtanding had never dawned, nor its 
Day-ſftar ariſen in our Hearts. To Him likewiſe 
we owe the Preſervation as well as the firſt Grant 
of our Being, and all our Faculties: Thro Him 
bave We been holden up ever ſince We were born; 
and by Him alone We eſcape Death. Nay He 
challengeth to Himſelf not only the regular Pro- 
ductions in our Species, but even the ſeeming 
Deviations from His own Plan. © Who hath made 
Man's Mouth? ſaith He to His Servant Moſes 
or who maketh the Dumb or Deaf, the Seeing or 
the Blind? have not I, the LORD? And what- 


a Pf. CXIX, 73. b Pf. CXXXIX. 16. © Exod. IV. 11. 
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ever wiſe Reaſons there may be (as wiſe Reaſons, 
no Doubt, there are) for thoſe immature Births, 
imperfect Forinations, or untimely Deaths, that 
are often permitted to fall under our Notice 
One important Purpoſe they certainly will ſerve, 
if they ſerve to remind us, that Birth, Perfec- 
tion of Parts, Growth and Maturity, are not 
Things of Courſe, or ſuch as depend ſolely upon 
uncontroll'd Natural Cauſes ; but are ultimately 
reſolvable into H 1s Good-Pleaſure, bv whom We 
were at firſt fearfully and wonder fully made ; who 
continually holdeth our Souls. in Life; nay in 
whom We live, and move, and have our Being. 
We are not, therefore, our own: We recei- 
ved our Exiſtence from GOD, the GOD of the 
Spirits of all Fleſh ; and on Him We depend for 
every Moment's Continuance of it. And, as our 
Time is in His Hand, ſo is our Management of 
every Portion of it noted in His Book. He, who 
entruſts us with This and all our Talents, will 
aſſuredly one Day come and reckon with us. 
Our whole Frame and Conſtitution ; That Free- 
dom of Agency, with which We feel ourſelves 
endued ; That progreſſive State, whereof We 
are conſcious ; 3 That Apprehenſion We natural- 
ly have of a ſuperiour Obſerver; Above all, the 
Notices given us by our Judge Himſelf; In 
ſhort, all Things within, all Things without 
us, conſpire in proclaiming, That Ve muſt give 
an Account of ourſelves to Him that ſent us. — 
What Account will be expected, might have been 
deduced from the foregoing Reflections, though 
my Text had not ſo clearly implied, 
II. That 


* 
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„ That We are ſent into Life, not to fit fill 
only, or to take our Paſtime therein ; but 
to work and be induſtrious, in order to 
our being uſeful in It. 


For, if We are ſent hither by a Being of infi- 
nite Wiſdom, our Errand, We may be ſure, muſt 
not only be worthy of His own Perfections, but 
ſuited to the Powers He hath given us, and the 
Situation in which He hath placed us. In par- 
ticular : Do We find ourſelves in a World, where 
every Species of Creatures about us 1s inceſſantly 


Fuſfling our common Creator's Word ? We 


cannot imagine, that He ſhould intend or allow 
Us to be the only idle and unſerviceable Parts of 
His Creation: Much leſs can We ſuppoſe Him, 
after preparing us Bodies admirably fitted for Ac- 
tion and Uſe, to leave us at Liberty to apply 
theſe exquiſite Pieces of Workmanſhip either to 
no Uſe, or to ſuch as is even worſe than none: 
Leaſt of all would He have taught us more than 
the Beaſts of the Earth, and made us wiſer than 
the Fowls of Heaven, for no other End, but that 
ſuch ſuperiour Endowments ſhould be loſt in an 
infignificant Round of Sitting down to eat and t5 
drink, and then Riſing up to play. And yet, of 
all this He hath given us ſtill farther Intimation, 
by having made Action and Exerciſe not only 
the ordinary Means of improving our ſeveral 
Powers, but a neceſſary Condition of retaining 
them ; by having placed no valuable Acquiſition 
within the Reach of the lazy or the negligent ; 
and (which may deſerve ſome farther llluſtra- 
B 2 tion) 


L 121 
tion) by having exempted. xo Seaſon of Life, no 
Situation in Society, no State of Human Nature 
itſelf, from every Sort of Engagement. 

No, Seaſon of Life can be wholly excuſed 
from Buſineſs. — Confirmed Manhood is indeed 
that Portion of it, in which the Faculties, whe- 
ther of Body or Mind, ufually appear to be at 
their beſt Eftate : This therefore is moſt fitted 
for ſuch Undertakings as require a ſtrenuous 
Exertion of the one or the other; and a dread- 
ful Account muſt have to give, by whom 
this important Part of Life hath been vilely caſt 
away in inglorious Eaſe and Senſuality. How- 
ever This, tho the principal, is by no Means the 


only, Seafon for Labour and Action: Inactivity 


even in Childhood is unnatural ; and, if Youth 
muſt generally be ſpent in preparing for the 
Offices of maturer Age; ſuch preparatory Ex- 
erciſes are themſelves Works of no ſmall Pains 
and Aſſiduity, as well as of indiſpenfable Neceſ- 
ſity to render the remaining Stages of the Man's 
Journey through Life, either beneficial to his 
Fellowy- Travellers, or even ſupportable to him- 
ſelf. Nay, as to more advanced Vears; neither 
can Theſe be abſolutely diſcharged from attend- 
ing upon Services of the gentler, but not leſs 
uſeful, Kind: ſo long as the Ignorance of Vouth 


ſhall need Inſtruction, and its Impetuoſity Re- 


ſtraint; or ſo long as the Operations of Man's E- 
ſtate ſhall want to be directed, and ſometimes alſo 
its Raſhneſs to be moderated, by ſober Advice 
and friendly Reprehenſion : In which reſpects, 
ſince Men of Virtue and Piety ſball bring forth 


more 
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more Fruit in their Age ; even gray Hairs muſt 
claim no Diſpenſation for Unprofitableneſs; fo 
long as the Mind itſelf retains any Capacity for 
thus beneficially employing the Reſult of Its 
long Experience and Obſervation. | 
Neither can any Station or Circumſtances in 
Society give a Releaſe from Employment. —With 
Regard to the greateſt Part of Mankind, the 
Point is evident: Theſe muſt in the Sweat of 
their Faces eat their Bread. And, as to thoſe 
Few in Compariſon, whoſe Accommodation is 
more amply provided for; They alſo muſt, if 
They will preſerve their Innocence and Virtue, 
or even their Health and Reliſh for any other 
Bleſſing, engage in ſome Occupation, or contrive 
ſome Exerciſe, for that Purpoſe ; it being ſo or- 
dered, in our very Conſtitution, that, zf Any 
Perſon will not work, neither ſhall he eat. And 
yet, ſurely, fit Occafions for Working can no- 
where be wanting, any more than Obligations 
to embrace them. The Management of a plen- 
tiful Fortune, and the Demands of an exalted 
Station, themſelves call for no ordinary Degree 
of Vigilance or Activity: And where Works of 
Neceſſity are leaſt preſſing, Works of Piety and 
Humanity, of Friendſhip and Charity, will not 
fail the more ſtrongly to ſolicit us. The Poor we 
have always with us; and They, whoſe Time 
lies moſt upon their Hands, whenſoever they 
will, may always commendably, and methinks 


_ agreeably, employ it in doing them Good. To all 


which let me add, what Men of Affluence and 


Dignity are much concerned to bear in Mind, 
That 


1 


That their Examples will be active, ſnould They 
themſelves be idle; or, at leaſt, that their Lives, 
how trifling ſoever they may now be, will one 
Day be found to have no ſmall Weight in in- 
creaſing their Condemnation. 

Nay, once more: No Condition of Human Na- 
ture ever was, ever will be, exempt from every 
Kind of Working. — Even the State of Inno- 
cence was by no Means a State of Inactivity. 
The Fall of our Firſt Parents introduced Toil 
and Drudgery into our World, but found In- 
duſtry already in it: For the Dreſing of the 


Garden was, We know, Adam's Buſineſs, though 


not his painful Labour. And, if after Death 
there remaineth a Reſt for the People of GOD; 
even This Reſt is not a Freedom from Action, 
but only from Sin and, its never-failing Attend- 
ants, Wearineſs and Pain. From ſuch Labours 
They, that dye in the LORD, ſhall then reſt: But 
the Works of Contemplation and Love, of Ado- 
ration and Praiſe, ſhall ſo folluu them as for ever 
to make a Part of their Exerciſe and their Hap- 
pineſs. — In ſhort: In whatever Capacity we 
view Human Nature ; whether in its Original 
Perfection or its preſent Degeneracy ; whether 
in its preſent State of Diſcipline or its future 
State of Glory; We may pronounce concerning 
Idleneſs (what was long ago ſaid of Pride) that 
It was not made for Man. 

Were it needful or proper to dwell longer on 
ſo beaten a Topick, this deſpicable Vice might 
be expoſed in every View, in which it can be 
conſidered, whether Natural, Moral, or Reli- 

gious: 
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gious: As it debaſeth our Nature, and ſinks us 
below our Rank in the Scale of Beings: As it 
renders uſeleſs, and by Degrees extinguiſheth, 
every good Quality in us; whilſt it ſupplies 
Nouriſhment and Incentives to every bad one: 
As it indiſpoſeth us towards every Duty, and 
lays us open to almoſt every Temptation: As 
it reſiſts the wiſe Purpoſe of Providence in this 
World; and in the next, not only cuts off all 
Title to any Inheritance, but finally ſubjects us 
to the tremendous Doom of the unprofitable 
Servant. — If even an Heathen Hiſtorian could 
learn from Nature to count that Man's Exiſtence 
alone worthy of the Name of Living or Vital 
Enjoyment, who is engaged in ſome uſeful Art, 
ſome Undertaking capable of tranſmitting his 
Fame to After-Times: Shall We Chriſtians ſtand 
bere all the Day idle, as if No one had hired us? 
We, who are bought with a Price of ineſtimable 
Value; and who are, as ſuch, under peculiar 
Obligations to glorify GOD in our Body and in 
our Spirit; Both which are GOD's. 

However, after all, it is not expected that e- 
very Moment of Men's Lives ſhould be thus 
employed. Neither the Contexture of our Bo- 
dies, nor the Frame of our Minds, will endure 
to be perpetually upon the Stretch. Without 
ſeaſonable Intervals of Relaxation, We muſt ſoon 
become incapable of Working: And, notwith- 
ſtanding all our Care, Occaſions there will be, 
either of bodily Indiſpoſition, or Diſcompoſure 


of Mind, or Both; when, (as We humbly hope) 


He, who knoweth whereof wwe are made, will not 
be 


[6] 

be ſrict to mark our involuntary Intermiſſions, 
nor ſevere in calling us to Account for them. 
— But then, _ theſe very Deductions from our 
Time muſt greatly enhance the Value of the 
Remainder: The more of our precious Mo- 
ments have been, or may be, ſunk in the need- 
ful Refreſhment of our wearied Limbs, or the 
no leſs needful Recreation of our exhauſted Spi- 
rits, the fewer can be ſpared for unneceſſary 
Amuſements ; and the more ſtrictly are we ob- 
liged to improve to Advantage thoſe that may 
be yet in our Power: In this Senſe alſo, * Re- 
deeming the Time, becauſe the Days are evil. 

On the other Hand, neither will every Kind 
of Employment be allowed in our Accounts, 
much leſs be admitted as rewardable. * Many 
buſy Bodies there are, who, in the Eſtimation of 
an inſpired Apoſtle, work not at all, to any good 
Purpoſe: Such, in particular, are Tatlers and 
Talebearers, eſpecially in the cenſorious Way ; 
impertinent Medalers in other Men's Matters to 
the Neglect of their own Concerns ; Movers of 
Sedition in Communities, and Sowers of Diſcord 
among Brethren. And, if Activity thus employ- 
ed can neither be acceptable unto GOD nor a 
proved of Men; ſtill leſs fo, if poſſible, muſt be 
the miſchievous Pains taken, in corrupting the 
Principles and debauching the Morals of Youth, 
by Factors for the Enemy of Mankind, and 
Companions of that Deſtroyer : Theſe and ſuch 
as Theſe, far from being owned by our Lorp 
as having been engaged in His Service, will fi- 


a Eph. V. 16. b 2 T. III. 11. 
nally 


1 171 
nally be diſmiſſed into outer Darkneſs, with — © I 


know You not : — Depart from me, All Ye Workers 
of Iniquity ! — Which brings me to obſerve, 


III. That We muſt not only be active, but 
our Activity muſt be rightly directed, and 
regularly exerted: We muſt work the Works 
of Him that ſent us. 


And, ſhould it now be aſked, in the Words 
of the Jews to our Bleſſed Lorp, * «© What ſhall 
We Do, that We might work the Works of 
GOD?” I conceive, the general Anſwer may 
well include all lawful Occupations, all ſuch as 
miniſter to the Neceſſities, without providing for 
the Luſts, hurting the Perſons, or injuring the 
Properties, of ourſelves or others; eſpecially if 
they are undertaken with an habitual Purpoſe of 
ſerving our Creator by them, and carried on in 
Ways conformable to His Laws. Secular Em- 
ployments, thus conſecrated, become not only 
allowable Means of Subſiſtence, but rewardable 
Inſtances of Duty. Indeed, without theſe can- 
not a City be inhabited, nor the State of the World 
maintained. So long, therefore, as Men proſe- 
cute them in their due Order, and in Methods 
conſiſtent with higher Obligations; ſo long are 
they commendably anſwering His Intention, who 


ſends them hither: And, by Parity of Reaſon, 


thoſe liberal Arts and learned Profeſſions, by 
which Perſons of more extenſive Knowledge are 
rendered more extenſively ſerviceable in ther Ge- 
nerations, may juſtly be preſumed to be well- 


2 Job. VI. 28. b Eccluſ. XXXVII. 32, 34. 
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kafng to GOD, inaſmuch as they are good and 
2 unto Men. ONS 
True indeed it is, that Chriſtianity hath 
greatly enlarged and exalted our Views. Yet 
even this Divine Inſtitution, which hath directed 
our Affection to Things above, hath not tied up 
our Hands from Things on the Earth. It per- 
mitted, if not required, thoſe, to whom It firſt 
offered itſelf, to * abide in the ſame Callings, 
wherein they were called. Nay we find This a- 
mong St. Paul's Inſtructions to Titus, and in him 
to ſucceeding Governours of the Church, Let 
Ours alſo learn to maintain Good Works 'for ne- 
2 Uſes, that they be not unfruitful.” When 
that ſtole is, by the ſame Apoſtle, admoniſhed 
to ſteal no more, inſtead of being adviſed to fly 
from Temptations by going out of the World, he 
is directed to prevent or diſarm them by provi- 
dent Labour, working with his Hands the Thing 
that is Good. Safel * may We Chriſt- 
ians reckon 3 1 ſo long as 
they are lawful ones, among thoſe good Works, 
which GOD hath ordained that We ſhould walk in 
them. And They, that walk in them through 
Life with Innocence and with Piety, need not 
doubt, but they are, after the Example of the 
good Patriarchs, Walking with GOD. 

In ſome Occupation or other, then, 
Member of Society ought to be NN But 
it ſhould be obſerved farther that, as ſuch Oc- 
cupations are various, and as among them ſome 
muſt be more immediately incumbent on parti- 


# 1 Cor. VII. 20. b Titus III. 14. 6 Eph.IV. 28. 
cular 
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cular Men than others; ſo Each Man's Study 
will always moſt commendably be exerted in 
Doing that Buſineſs, which is properly his own. 
What that is, will generally be pointed out by 
the ſpecial Talents, Opportunities, Stations, or 
Callings of the Perſons concerned. There are in 
the Body Civil, as the Apoſtle hath obſerved con- 
cerning the Body Spiritual, many Members : 
And, ſince in Neither of theſe Bodies can All 
Members have the ſame Office, His following Ex- 
hortation may with great Propriety be accom- 
modated to them Both. Having Gifts differing 
according to the Grace given unto us ; whether 
Prophecy, let us propheſy according to the Propor- 
tion of Faith; or Miniſtry, let us wait on our 
Mzimiſtring ; or he that teacheth, on Teaching; 
or he that exhorteth, on Exhortation : He that 
12 let him do it with Simplicity; he that ru- 

b, with Diligence; be that ſheweth Mercy, with 
Chearfulneſs. —In ſhort : * Whatſoever our Hand 


findeth to Do, whatſoever Bufmeſs our proper 


Station ſets before Us; We muſt not be flothful 
in it, but we muſt Do it with our Might. 

Give me Leave to bring home this important 
Point to Ourſelves. For ſurely We of this Place 
alſo have our Employments; Employments of 
no ſmall Moment, either to ourſelves or to the 
Community: Of which, however, I as little 
need to ſpecify the ſeveral Kinds, as to enume- 
rate the peculiar Obligations we lye under to a 
faithful Diſcharge of them. — Whilſt We daily 
walk upon the ſame Ground that was once trod ; 


8 Rom. XII. 48. b Comp. Ec. IX. 10. with Rem. XII. 11. 
C 2 whilſt 
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whilſt We occupy the Places that were former- 
ly filled ; whilſt We partake of the Bounty that 
was either exerted or enjoyed, by Men of diſ- 
tinguiſhed Eminence in their Generations, and 
tbe Glory of their Times; ſhall I add, whilſt the 


Images of their Perſons appear full in our View: 


Muſt not our Hearts burn within Us, fired with a 

ous Ardour after ſome Reſemblance at leaſt 
of their Excellences, and with a laudable Am- 
bition of being in ſome Degree beneficial to, in 
ſome Degree reſpected by, thoſe that come after 
Us? And, need I obſerve to You, in the mean 
while, that They never acquired thoſe Treaſures 
of Learning, by means whereof they have en- 
riched our publick Repoſitories, and made our 
Way to Science at once ſhorter and more agree- 
able, merely by entering into other Men's Labours 


through partial Extracts from them; much 


leſs by ſpending their Time in Nothing elſe, but in 
peruſing ſome new Thing, ſome haſty Production, 
which, like the Prophet's Gourd, cometh up in a 
Night and periſheth in a Night : But by retired 
Meditation and laborious Reſearches into thoſe 


ſecret Truths, which Wiſdom ſheweth to them only, 


who ſeek her early, and walk with her in ſolitary 
Paths. And, it We expect to be bleſſed with the 


| ſame Succeſs; to diſcharge the Offices, to which 


we may be called, with the ſame Reputation; 
and, in particular, to adorn our holy Profeſſion and 
defend Its Truths, with the ſame Abilities; We 
alſo muſt, after their Example, endure Hardneſs, 
and bear the Yoke, in our Youth: We muſt, like 


them, ſudy to ſhew ourſelves approved unto GOD 
and 
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and Man, if we hope to go forth from hence e- 
qually ſandtiſyed and meet for the Maſter's Uſe, 
and alike prepared unto every good Work. 

Yet, after all; the York of moſt indiſpenſa- 
ble Obligation, and in which, whatever our Si- 
tuation or our Profeſſion may be, we are moſt 
nearly concerned, is that of promoting our Crea- 
tor's Glory, by ſetting forward the Salvation of 


others, and eſpecially making our own Calling 


and Election ſure. A Work, which, though It 
need not, muſt not ordinarily, ſuperſede all the 
others, is yet, in Compariſon with them, the one 
Thing needful : It is indeed that Work, for the 
ſake of which chiefly We came into the World, 
and which if we leave undone, good had it been 


for us that wwe had not been ſent into it: And yet 


a Work it is, not to be accompliſhed by a few 
{light Endeavours ; or without Striving, Giving 
Diligence, and Watching thereunto with all Per- 


ſeverance. The bare Learning of our Duty is a 


Work of no ſmall Attention : How much more 
Pains, then, muſt be taken in the due Per- 
formance of it. To touch upon a ſingle Branch 
of it only, That which more immediately relates 
to Ourſefves, Here, the moſt untainted will find 
ſome Dithculty in ſubduing the irregular Ten- 
dencies of their carnal Part : Whilſt a far great- 
er Number, having ( from a bad Education or 
for Want of a good one, from the Influence of 
ill Example or the Enticements of ill Compa- 
ny) made ſome Progreſs in a wrong Courſe of 
Life, muſt, beſides the arduous Work of over- 
coming corrupt Inclinations, engage in the {till 

more 
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more painful Taſk of extirpating vicious Habits. 
And All in general will find it Matter of con- 
ſtant Labour, though under Divine Grace of 
ever- increaſing Pleaſure, to rectify their Tempers 
and purify their Hearts; to bring into Captivity 
every Thought to the Obedience of Cur1sT ; to 
raiſe their Affections unto a Reliſh for religious 
Exerciſes and ſpiritual Enjoyments ; not onl 

(in the Language of St. Paul,) to put off the Old 
Man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful 
Luſts ; but to put on the New Man, which after 
GOD is created in Righteouſneſs and true Holi- 
neſs : — That Holineſs, without which no Man 


ſhall fee the LORD ! — And yet, 


IV. For all our Works, this laſt in particu- 
lar, We have a Day only, or ſhort Time, 
allowed us; after which the Night cometh, 
when no Man can work. 


This, in the moſt obvious Application, is the 
Day or Seaſon of each Man's Life. And that, 
in this reſpect, the Night cometh upon every one 
of us, can (I ſuppoſe) need no Proof. Thoſe 
Portions of Duration, with which we are here 
acquainted, roll on apace: And, whether this 
Rotation be near its own Concluſion or not, the 
Share that each of Us hath in it, as his own 
Time of Tryal, aſſuredly is ſo. In our eaſieſt 
Moments there is but a Step between us and 
Death: And the oldeſt Man living may truly ſay, 
with the experienced Patriarch, © Few and evil 
have the Days of the Years of my Life been.” 
Yet, no ſooner will this ſhort Life be cloſed, but 
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an End muſt come of all ſuch Working, as will be 
available to our everlaſting Salvation: It being 
the uniform Doctrine of the inſpired Writings, 
in ſome Places directly aſſerted, in all taken for 
granted, that every Man's final Allotment will 
be according to the Works done in his Body. 

And, as thus much is ſufficient for the Pure 
poſe of the Obſervation now before us; ſo (by 
the Way) more than this, I preſume, cannot be 
urged upon any clear Grounds of Holy Scrip- 
ture. That here is, in the Grave, whither We 
are going, no ſuch Work or Device as our Hands 
here find to Do, no ſuch Wiſdom or Knowledge 
as our preſent Situation engageth us in purſuit of; 
We allow and maintain : But it doth not fol- 
low, nor would the wiſe Preacher's Argument 
for Induſtry be at all enforced by ſuppoling, 
that Death brings with it, not only a Ceſſation 
from Working, but a Privation of Thought and 
Perception of every Kind. — If our Expectations 
in a Future State be uſually (for it muſt not be 
ſaid, always) referr'd to the Day of general Re- 
tribution ; this may well be accounted for by 
concluding, not that after Death no Degree 
of Comfort to the Good or of Uneaſineſs to the 
Bad ſhall take Place, but (which is readily ad- 
mitted) that the Sentence upon Neither ſhall be 
publickly pronounced and fully executed, be- 
fore that Great Day.—And, as to the Suggeſtion, 


c that the Perſon awaking at the laſt Day from 


ſuch a Yotal Sleep as is contended for, uncon- 
ſcious of any intervening Duration, will con- 


a 2 Cor. V. 10. b Eccl. IX. 10, 
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ceive the Moment of his Reſurrection to be 
immediately connected with the Moment of his 
Deceaſe; neither will his obviate all the 
Scripture Paſſages uſually alledged on the other 
Side. Hear only the memorable Declaration of 
9 What T ſhould chuſe, I wot not: For 
J am in a Strait betwixt two; having a Deſire 
to depart, and to be with CHRIST; which is 
far better: Nevertheleſs, to abide in the Fleſh is 
more needful for You.” — The Alternative in the 
Apoſtle's View, You will obſerve, was This: 
Whether He ſhould by departing become hap- 
py with ChRIST, or by abiding in the Fleſh con- 
tinue uſeful in the Church. And, to occaſion any 
ſuch Difficulty as is here repreſented, He muſt 
have underſtood, that his making Choice of the 
Latter of theſe Two Objects before him, would 
be no ordinary Inſtance of Self-denial in regard 
to the Former. Now, what Self-denial could 
there be in foregoing, for the preſent only, an 
Object at preſent not attainable nor expected 
by him? The Apoſtle might have choſen to 
continue for many Years with His Beloved Phi- 
lippians, for their Furtherance and Joy of Faith, 
without poſtponing for one Moment any ſuch 
Enjoyment of his own as was not to commence 
before the general Judgment. Nor does it ap- 
pear, how the Strait, He here declares himſelf 
in, can be accounted for; or, how his Affection 
for his Converts can be viewed in that amiable 
Light, in which we now ſee it; without ſup- 
poſing him fully aſſured, that the longer his 


a Phil. I. 22—25. Tir 
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Life ſhould be continued for their Benefit, juſt 
ſo much the longer He muſt be detained from 
what He here calls, Being wth CyurIsT : And 
that the ſame Hour, that ſhould remove him 
from Them, would put him in actual Poſſeſſion 
of That far better State. 
But, to return and proceed : There is a Day 
of Health, often yet ſhorter than that of A- 
nimal Life, but beyond which there ſeldom re- 
mains much Ability for Working to any conſi- 
derable Purpoſe. A Reflection This, of great 
Moment ; and of which therefore We are fre- 
quently reminded. In fact, Shothfulneſs itſelf 
caſteth into a deep Sleep : Our Faculties through 
Diſuſe become indiſpoſed, and by degrees un- 
22 for any laudable Exertion; till at laſt 
uch an affected Inactivity terminates in a real 
Incapacity. The like Effect may alſo, in other 
Inſtances, be owing to the quite contrary Cauſe; 
for We ſometimes obſerve with Concern the 
ſeemingly firmeſt Conſtitutions totally enfeebled, 
or the brighteſt Faculties irrecoverably diſorder- 
ed, by an exceſſive Intenſeneſs of Application. 
And, where neither of theſe Extremes can be 
directly charged with the melancholy Change, 
the Supreme Diſpoſer of all Things on ſome 
Occaſions thinks fit (for Reaſons always wiſe, 
tho not always diſcernible by Us) to * pour Con- 
tempt upon the Mighty by weakening their bodily 
Strength; or to take away the Heart of the Chief 
of the Earth in Intellectual Endowments, cauſing 
them (if I may uſe Holy Job's Expreſſion) 70 


a Prov. XIX. 15. b Jeb XII. 21, 24. 
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wander in a Wilderneſs, where there is no Way, 
But, without pretending to diſtinguiſh the ſe- 
veral Cauſes of ſuch affecting Appearances, their 
Influence, in relation to every material Buſineſs 
of Life, is well known and is ſurely a perpetual 
Call upon us to Remember our Creator and to 
fmiſh His Works ; while the evil Days come not, 
nor the Years draw mgh, when We ſhall ſay, * We 
bave no Pleaſure in them.” 

Eſpecially fince farther, with regard to our 
principal Work, We have ſtrong Intimations, 
that there is an accepted Time, a Day of Salva- 
tion; which may be cloſed before - Cloſe of 
Life, or even the Loſs of Natural Faculties. 
Not that ſincere Repentance and real Reforma- 
tion will ever come too late for Acceptance. 
* When the Wicked Man turneth away from his 
Wickedneſs, that he hath committed, and Doeth that 
which is lawful and right; We may pronounce 
upon the higheſt Authority, that He ſhall ſave 
his Saul alive. But we have no Authority to pro- 
nounce, that They may, at Pleaſure, Do Good, 
who have been accuſtomed to Do Evil: Or, that 
ſuch as have long been /inning wilfully ſhall pre- 
ſently be renewed again unto Repentance, upon 
their vouchſafing to caſt a Thought that way. 
Reaſoning by Analogy from ſimilar Caſes leads 
us toward a different Concluſion, We ſee al- 
moſt daily Examples, wherein mere Sorrow, 
and even ardent Wiſhes, nay real Endeavours, 
are found inſufficient to repair a Man's Fortune, 
or to reſtore his Health, when once waſted and 


a Ezel. XVIII. 27. 
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deſtroyed by Riot and Extravagance. And, if 
ſuch Methods are thus unable to ſet all right in 
Men's Temporal Concerns; What wiſe Man 
would reduce himſelf to a Neceſſity of trying 
their Succeſs in an Affair of infinitely greater 
Moment; or of relying on their Efficacy, not 
only for removing all the Conſequences of a Life 
of Sin, but for ſecuring the Rewards of a Life 
of Holineſs? The Truth is, Repentance itſelf 
is no ſuch eaſy Matter as ſeems to be too com- 
monly ſuppoſed. The Completion of it at leaſt, 
if not the firſt Motion towards it, is certainly 
the Gift of GOD. And, how can the habitual 
Sinner preſume, that the Spirit of GOD Should 
always firive with Him? Why ſhould he not 
rather apprehend, that the Time may ſoon come, 
when, though he ſhould become willing to in- 
herit the Bleſſing he hath profanely deſpiſed, his 
Pretenſions ſhall be rejected? not becauſe real 
Repentance would even then be unavailable, 
ſuppoſing him capable of it; but becauſe he 
ſhall then find no Place of Repentance, tho he 
ſhould cry for it earneſtly with Tears. 

Upon the Whole. We are ſent into Life by 
our great Creator: Upon an Errand of indiſ- 
penſable Neceſſity: To be accompliſhed, if at 
all, within a Space of Time, ſhort at beſt, and 
yet uncertain alſo ; not only in reſpect of its Con- 
tinuance, but of our Ability to make a proper Uſe 
of it.— What remains then, but that, agreeably 
to our LoRD's Declaration in my Text, and to 
the It Obſervation above deduced from it, 


a Comp. Heb. XII. 17. with Gen, XXVII. 
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V. We ſhould, All of Us, reſolve to proſe- 
cute This Great Buſineſs while it is Day; 
left the Night ſhould overtake us, before 
our Work be finiſhed. © © 


Could the Night of Death juſtly be conſider- 
ed as the Period, not of our-Working only, but 
of our Very Being; the Libertine's Concluſion, 
« Let us Eat and Drink,” unmanly as it is, 
would hardly be more unmanly than his Princi- 
ple, © To-morrow We dye.” But, in how very 
different a Light muſt the Certainty and Near- 
neſsof Death appear, when an ETEzxniTyY of Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery is underſtood to depend upon 
the Life preceding it. — If We All dye only to 
live again: If the Night of Death is to be ſuc- 
ceeded by a new Day, whoſe Sun ſhall no more go 
down : If, after our Bodies have flept in the Duſt, 
We muſt All awake ; Some to everlaſting Life and 
Glory, and Some to Shame and everlaſting Con- 
tempt: If, once moge, We muſt then be ir- 
reverſibly, ſentenced & the One or the Other of 
theſe moſt oppoſite Conditions, from the Cha- 
rafter We ſhall by an unerring Judge be found 
to have ſuſtained here, either of Faithful Stew- 
ards or of unprofitable Servants : Who can ex- 
preſs the Infatuation of conſuming thoſe Years in 
Vanity, or of drowning in Senſuality thoſe Fa- 
culties; by our Application of which our Si- 
tuation muſt be determined, in a Life endleſs 
and a State unchangeable | 

Let us think betimes, how amazing the Ap- 
proach of Death muſt appear — far more ama- 

Zing 
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zing than the Approach of Night to an impro- 
vident Traveller, who has a great Part of his la- 
borious but / neceſſary Day's Journey ſtill to be 
ormed—fhould the Bukneſ of our Lives prove 
then unfiniſhed ; but eſpecially, ſhould it hardly 
be well begun. In our early Years, indeed, 
while the Circulations are free, and the Spirits 
briſk, Time may glide along with tolerable 
Smoothneſs in a Courſe of unthinking Gayety. 
The Young Man may rejoice in his Youth, and 
let his Heart chear bim: He may, tor ſome Time, 
walk in the Ways of his Heart, and in the Sight 
of his Eyes; indulging himſelf without eee 
in the Gratification of every Senſe and Ap 
But — tbe Voice of the LORD GOD will be 
heard in the Cool of the Day : And, when the Re- 
monſtrances of Conſcience begin to force them- 
ſelves upon him ; what muſt his Searchings of 
Heart be | whether he looks back upon a World, 
out of which he is juſt going, without having ſe- 
riouſly engaged in any one Work for which he 
was fent into it; or whether he looks forward 
into Another, upon which he is juſt entering, 
without having provided any one requiſite Quali- 
fication for it; and in which he mult Ante, _ 
for all Theſe 7 hings, all the Hours he has trifled 
away, all tne Talents he has miſemploy'd, GOD 
de bring him to Judgment 
Or ſuppoſing, what is at all Times poſſible, 
at no Time improbable, that the King of Ter- 
rours, inſtead of making leiſurely Advances, and 
, notifying his Approach, ſhould unawares ſeize 
the AY Man and overcome him : Should the 
worthleſs 
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worthleſs Voluptuary's Soul be this Night requi- 
red of him, or he be deprived of that Under- 
ſtanding, which he hath ſo wretchedly miſuſed : 
Under how much greater Aſtoniſhment muſt he 
awake in the World of Spirits, an entire Stran- 
ger as he is to Spiritual Joys, and utterly inca- 
able of intermedaling with, or bearing any Part 
in hem! What Heart can conceive the Anguiſh, 
with which the Man of Wit and Parts, or of 
Wealth and Dignity, after a Life of Indolence 
and Inſignificancy, eſpecially if alſo of Lewdneſs 
and Impiety, ſhall ſee the induſtrious Peaſant 
whom he hath perhaps oppreſſed, or the plod- 
ding Student whom he hath probably held in 
Contempt, fitting down hereafter in the Kingdom 

of Heaven, and himſelf for ever thruſt out ! 
Whereas, on the other Hand, in the Evening 
of a Life ſpent in Doing his LORD's Will, with 
what Serenity may the faithful Servant waz? for 
His Coming; in conſtant Readineſs to open to Him 
immediately, and in humble Confidence that hrs 
Reward is with Him, and his Work before Him. 
In other Inſtances, it may be ſome little Diſ- 
couragement to Induſtry, to obſerve the Succeſs 
of Men's Labours not always anſwerable to the 
Conſtancy of them. Diſappointments of this 
Sort muſt often happen in worlaly Purſuits ; 
where, of Many that may run, but One can or- 
dinarily receive the Prize. But, in the great 
Race that is ſet before Us Chriſtians, the Caſe is 
far otherwiſe, We may here be Competitors 
without Interference; and, though We All run, 
We may each of Us obtain. — We ſerve a Maſ- 
ter, 
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ter, by whom well-meaning Meri (and wit 
Him ſincere Endeavours are accepted for Merit) 
ſhall not alway be forgotten; And in whoſe Work 

* if We are but *fteadfaſt and unmoveable, and to 
the beſt of our Abilities akvays abounding, our 
Labour ſhall, in no Degree of it, finally be in 
vain. Let us * work our Work betimes; and in 
His Time He, by whom We are employed, vill 
aſſuredly give Us our full Reward. 


I have only to add, what muſt not be omit- 
ted in treating this Subject, that our own Strength 
is ſmall : So ſmall, as to be of itſelf utterly diſ- 
proportioned either to the Difficulty of the Work, 
or the Excellency of the Reward, propoſed to 
us. In Truth, it is GOD that worketh in us, 

4. both to Will and to Do, of His Good Pleaſure. 
Bur then, fince it is always His Good Pleaſure 
to aſſiſt as well as to reward them that diligently 
ſeek Him; (© far ſhould the foregoing Reflection 
be from damping our Reſolution, or excuſing 
our Inactivity, that it is at once a moſt awful 
and moſt animating Incitement to work out our 
own Salvation with Fear and Trembling. 

Any of You, then, lack Wiſdom, let him aſe of 
GOD: To Him let us All apply ourſelves for 
Guidance and Support through this arduous Un- 

-|- dertaking : Humbly beſeeching Him, that He 
would turn away our Eyes, left with Appetite or 
Eagerneſs they behold Vanity, and quicken us in His 
Way: That He would ſtrengthen our Hands, and 


proſper the Work of them: That, in this Place 
a 1 Cor. XV. 58. b Eccluſ. LI. zo. c Phil. II. 12, 13. 
more 
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More eſpecigly, He would ſanctify all our Stu- 
dies, to the Attainment of that Knowledge, not 


which puffeth up one againſt another, but which 


maketh charitable to the Edifying of our Breth- 
ren, and Wyſe unto our own Saluation: That all 
our Works may be begun, continued, and ended in 
Him: And that at length, when the Time of 
our Departure is at hand, We may, by His 


Mercy overlooking whatever hath been amiſs in 


us, and through the Merits of our Redeemer 


_ ſupplying what is wanting on our Parts, Each of 


us be able to addreſs Him, in the Words of the 
ſame His well-beloved Son :—*< 1 have glorified 
tc Thee on the Earth: I have finiſhed the Wokk, 
ce zwhich Thou gaveſt Me to Do !” 

a John XVII. 4. 
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